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WEATHER
Mostly sunny 

with Southeast 
winds at 10 to 

15 mph.

C L O S I N G  P R I C E S

Posted: $87.14

Futures: $90.66

Natural Gas: $8.266
Benchmark U.S. fell $3.76 
to $90.66 per barrel on 

the New York Mercantile 
Exchange. 
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C O M I N G  F R I D AY

Growing pains
Probably not many bands in the area 
have gone through the same number 
of transitions and obstacles as The 
BitterWater Band. But after nearly 

four years the band has found itself 
on stable ground. Read more in 

Friday’s Ticket!

BY BOB CAMPBELL
bcmpbell@oaoa.com

There’s a lot of national 
alarmism about the pros-
pect of a recession, but 
economists Ray Perry-
man and Karr Ingham are 
not buying it. Acknowl-

edging that the economy 
has shown the classic 
symptoms of two straight 
quarters with drops in the 
gross domestic product, 
they say continued strong 
job growth and a power-
ful worldwide need for oil 
and gas are belying the 

naysayers.
“The economy is clearly 

facing strong headwinds, 
but at least at this point 
it does not appear to be 
headed to more than a 
very mild recession, if one 
at all,” said Perryman, an 
Odessan who works in 
Waco. “Many people use 
the rule of thumb of two 
straight quarters of GDP 
decline, which we’ve had, 
but that can be deceptive.

“In the fi rst quarter the 

decline was due to a rise in 
imports, which subtracts 

f r o m 
GDP in 
national 
i n c o m e 
account-
ing. What 
that ba-
s i c a l l y 
means is 
that we 
were un-

loading more ships and 
getting goods into the sup-

ply chain.
“The second quarter 

was a bit more problem-
atic, but some key areas 
such as consumer spend-
ing remained relatively 
strong. Underneath all 
that, recessionary econo-
mies don’t gain over 10,000 
jobs a day. I think that may 
well slow down some, but 
I doubt that it becomes 
negative for any sustained 
period.”

Texas economists say recession unlikely
Booming job market, high 

energy demand cited

OHS band looking forward to new year
BY RUTH CAMPBELL

rcampbell@oaoa.com

Brand new Odessa 
High School Band 
Director Sonia 

Campos is hoping for a 
successful year.

Having started practice 

July 25, Campos said she 
has 150 students so far. 
Summer band will end 
Monday with a 13-hour 
day. The OHS band goes 
through its paces in the 
parking lot of the Ector 
County ISD School 
Nutrition Department.

“We’re really excited 
that (the) kids are really 
buying into the system 
and they’re really 
committing themselves to 
showing up and just really 
pushing themselves to get 
themselves better each 
and every rep,” Campos 

said.
“I’m really excited just 

to have the commitment 
level of the students. As a 
new director, you always 
fear that. That’s something 
that you always have in 
the back of your head, 

RUTH CAMPBELL | ODESSA AMERICAN

Members of the OHS band practice on the tarmac in the ECISD School Nutrition Department parking lot Tuesday. The band is 150 students strong with new 
Director Sonia Campos at the helm.

BY ROYAL MCGREGOR
rmcgregor@oaoa.com

During Wednesday’s 
budget meeting, the Ector 
County Commissioners’ 
Court discussed and al-
located funds provided by 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act.

The commissioners ap-
proved allocations, which 
will mainly fund water 
districts and volunteer 
fi re departments, of a little 
more than $20 million with 
a vote of 4-1.

The breakdown of 
funds include $10 million 
for the Ector County Util-

ity District, $4.5 million to 
Greater Gardendale Water, 
$1.94 million to the West 
Odessa Volunteer Fire De-
partment and South Ector 
County Volunteer Fire De-
partment, and $900,000 for 
Gardendale Volunteer Fire 
Department and Gold-
smith Volunteer Fire De-
partment.

The Odessa American 
previously reported the 
Commissioners’ Court re-
imbursed the county $10 

million, which is the maxi-
mum allowable according 
to the Treasury for coun-
ties of this size, and about 
$1 million has been used 
for IT improvements in the 
courthouse.

Mike Gardner, the com-
missioner for Precinct 1, 
addressed the ARPA funds 
allocation after the budget 
meetings ended.

“I represent the people 
of Precinct 1 and I look at 
that need and does Pre-

cinct 1 come out better in 
this deal than any place, it 
sure does,” Gardner said. 
“We are going to put about 
$12 million of that money 
out there.”

The lone dissenting 

B A C K  T O  S C H O O L 
B A S H

Altitude Trampoline 
Park, 5161 E. 42nd St., 
has scheduled a Back 
To School Bash all day 
today.

Bring in at least 
1 school supply and 
receive an extra 30-min-
utes of jump time for free 
added on to an already 
purchased jump pass.

All school supplies 
brought in will be do-
nated to local schools.

Visit altitudeodessa.
com/buy-a-pass or ti-
nyurl.com/uxmzyccv.

S T O R Y T I M E
The Ector County 

Library, 321 W. Fifth St., 
has scheduled storytime 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays through 
Oct. 26 in the children’s 
department.

Call 432-332-0633 or 
visit ector.lib.tx.us.

B A C K  T O  S C H O O L 
C L I N I C

The Ector County 
Health Department, 221 N. 
Texas Ave., has scheduled 
a Back To School COVID-
19 Vaccine Clinic for ages 
6-months and older from 
8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. each 
Thursday throughout Au-
gust and September.

Visit tinyurl.
com/54tsk5sk.

C O N C E R T
Cody Johnson is 

scheduled to perform 
at 7:30 p.m. today at the 
Midland County Horse-
shoe Arena, 2514 Arena 
Trail, Midland.

Visit midlandhorse-
shoe.com.

C O U N T R Y  D A N C E 
N I G H T

The Permian Basin 
Dance Club has sched-
uled a country dance 
night, for ages 30 and 
older, with Honky Tonk 
Posse from 7:30 p.m. to 
9:45 p.m. today at the 
American Legion, 2701 E. 
Eighth St.

Cost is $8 for mem-
bers and $10 for guests.

Annual membership 
fee is $20. pbdanceclub@
gmail.com or visit pbdan-
club.com on the PBDC 
Facebook page.

M I D L A N D  A R T 
C R A W L

The Midland Art Crawl, 
powered by Midland AF, 
announces a call for local 
artists for the second 
quarterly art crawl from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Sept. 2 
across several venues in 
Midland.

An application is re-
quired for participation 
but is valid for the rest 
of the year. Deadline for 
participation as an artist 
for September’s Art Crawl 
is Aug. 19.

The dates take place 
on the fi rst Fridays 
on a quarterly basis: 
Sept. 2 and Dec. 2. The 
family-friendly event 
is open to the public. 
Sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available. tinyurl.
com/45tsjbpk or midland-
artcrawl.com.

County makes ARPA decisions; MCH a no go
Water improvements, volunteer fi re 
departments receive most money

TA K I N G  T H E  N E X T  S T E P
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913
DAYS

For 913 days the City has 
fought a lawsuit brought 

by the Odessa American to 
enforce the state law that 

guarantees the public’s right 
to see basic police records.

Through March 3, 2022, the 
city has spent more than 
$164,000 of taxpayers’ 

dollars to fi ght releasing 
information on crime in 

Odessa.

 TEXAS 
Tuesday, Aug. 2

MEGAMILLIONS
10    14    25    37    63    14

Megaplier: 3

ALL OR NOTHING
 MORNING EVENING
2 3 4 9 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6
15 16 17 19 21 24 11 15 16 17 18 19
 DAY         NIGHT
2 3 6 8 10 11 1 2 3 4 8 9
12 13 14 17 19 20 10 11 15 20 21 23

PICK 3
 MORNING EVENING
 3  7  5  5 4  3  2  3
 DAY NIGHT
 1  5  4  6 0  6  7  1

DAILY 4
MORNING               EVENING

5  5  6  8  7   3  2  5  0  0
  DAY                      NIGHT

0  7  4  8  0   5  0  3  1  7

CASH 5
5   8   10   18   31
www.txlottery.org

NEW MEXICO
Tuesday, Aug. 2

ROADRUNNER CASH
4    9    22    32    37 

PICK 3 PLUS
 MORNING EVENING
 4  2  3 4  3  0

www.nmlottery.com

L O T T E R Y  N U M B E R S

but it’s defi nitely been a 
positive experience so 
far. We’re just excited 
to showcase them here 
pretty quick,” she added.

Campos replaces John 
Mayo who is now retired.

Jimmy Olague, 
assistant band director 
and percussion instructor, 
has stayed on the staff 
and Eric Montgomery, 
a Kentucky native, has 
been added.

“He’s really bringing a 
lot to the table. He’s been 
part of some marching 
band groups in the past 
and we’re really excited 
to see what he can bring 
to us in West Texas,” 
Campos said.

This is Campos’ fi rst 
year directing a high 
school band. She was 
previously at Crockett 
Middle School.

Their theme this year 
is “Red,” a Latin tour 
around the world.

“It’s just different. … 
The whole marching 
band aspect, of course, 
but it’s more about 
dealing with older 
students. They’re really 
not that much different 
than middle school 
students. They want a lot 
of guidance; they want 
a lot of support and I’m 
willing to give that to 
them, so I’m excited to 
see what we can make 
happen,” Campos said.

She added that she’s 
expecting 50 to 100 
students to join once the 
school year starts.

“A lot of our students 
travel during this time 
and coming on as a new 
director, I didn’t have a 
lot of time to send out 
information or have 
contact information 
for all our students. … I 
think next school year, 

we’re defi nitely going to 
see an (increase) in our 
summer band numbers. 
I’m really excited about 
that because we just need 
everybody here … to learn 
what we have to learn 
together,” Campos said.

OHS’ fi rst football 
game is at home Aug. 26 
vs. Lubbock Monterrey.

“We still have time to 
get ourselves adjusted, 
acquainted and meet each 
other and start trusting 
each other. You have to 
build those relationships 
and we’ve been doing 
that quite well. Our 
students, like I said, have 
been … working their 
butts off. … They’re trying 
to soak in all the new 
information and they’re 
really buying into the 
new form of marching. 
We’re doing straight-leg 
marching this school 
year. The kids are really 
learning, especially my 
upperclassmen, that 
are used to something 
different. They’ve really 
come on board and are 
really buying into the 
system, so we’re really 
excited about that. We’re 
building fundamentals 
quite a bit right now 
and it’s defi nitely paying 
dividends because our 
sound is continuously 
getting bigger and bigger 
…,” she added.

With straight-leg 
marching, you shouldn’t 
see any bent legs going 
as the musicians move 
forward, Campos said.

“We’re really excited 
to bring that to the table. 
It’s just a different form 
and it’s something that’s 
being used widely across 
the state of Texas in 
competitive marching 
bands,” she added.

This is a state 
competition year for 
OHS.

“State is always 
something that all bands 

want to go for. My 
philosophy is to build the 
whole student through 
music education. If we 
do our jobs here in every 
practice, we should be 
rewarded with really 
great opportunities, and 
we’re hoping that state 
will be one of those,” she 
added.

Seventeen-year-old 
senior Aaron Ramirez is a 
drum major. He has been 
in band since sixth grade.

“I really enjoy being in 
my leadership position. I 
like to help people and I 
like seeing what’s going 
on; seeing a problem 
that we have in the band 
and being able to fi x it,” 
Ramirez said.

He added that there 
is a lot of change in the 
group this year.

“But a lot of it is good 
change. I really think 
we’re going to improve a 
lot this year and a lot of 
those changes are for the 
better,” Ramirez said.

He added that he feels 
the band will get better as 
the year goes on.

Dianey Salgado, a 
17-year-old senior, is 
the section leader for 
trumpets. She has been in 
band for seven years.

Salgado said she 
feels Campos is a good 
motivator.

“… We’re defi nitely a 
lot smaller in numbers 
than the past couple of 
years, but the quantity 
doesn’t matter; it’s more 
… the quality of the 
band,” she said.

Creating bonds with 
her section is one of the 
things she enjoys about 
band.

But, “The games are 
one of my favorite things 
ever.”

“I like being busy, so 
having that distraction for 
me is something really 
amazing for me,” Salgado 
said.

Band
>> From Page 1A

GDP is the total sales 
of all goods and services 
in the nation, which in the 
last quarter amounted to 
$24.85 trillion.

Perryman said infl ation, 
supply chain disruptions 
and a virtual lockdown of 
the Chinese economy “are 
all notable challenges.

“But given the ongo-
ing demand for petroleum 
products, enhancements 
to capacity and rapidly 
rising demand for natu-
ral gas globally, I do not 
expect the energy sector 
to be particularly affected 
by any slowdown at this 
point,” he said.

“Rig counts are on a de-
cidedly upward trajectory 
and capital seems to be 
fl owing into drilling and 
production. There are lon-
ger-term concerns such as 
government policy that is 
at odds with the economic 
reality, but I don’t think the 
current state of the econ-
omy or its path over the 
next year or so are going to 
notably impact the current 
path of oil and gas activity.”

Ingham, a petroleum 
economist for the Texas 
Alliance of Energy Produc-
ers who works in Amarillo, 
said the GDP’s 6.9-percent 
increase in the fourth 
quarter of 2021 preceded 

decreases of 1.6 percent in 
the fi rst quarter this year 
and .9 of a percent in the 
second.

“If we are in a recession 
right now, it’s one of the 
more interesting events 
I have ever seen because 
recessions are virtually al-
ways characterized not just 
by a decline in the GDP 
but also by other measures 
of economic activity, most 
notably employment and 
general spending,” Ingham 
said.

“Right now we have 
really stout employment 
growth nationally and we 
still have growth in con-
sumers’ spending activity 
with retail sales. A deep 
recession would be char-
acterized by jobs loss, 
a spending decline and 
quite possibly a decline in 
energy demand, so I don’t 
have the feeling that we 
are headed for one.

“When was the last 
time you saw a recession 
with four-percent employ-
ment growth?” he asked. 
“It doesn’t make sense. 
These two things have to 
be resolved at some future 
point because we can’t 
have GDP and employ-
ment moving in different 
directions for any sus-
tained period of time.

“There is a demand for 
those workers, which be-
lies the notion of a reces-
sion.”

Ingham said infl ation “is 
clearly having a lot to do 
with this with the federal 
government’s overspend-
ing and the U.S. econo-
my’s continuing attempt 
to disentangle itself from 
COVID.

“Now the Biden admin-
istration is talking about 
spending another $700 to 
$800 billion, which is any-
thing but infl ation reduc-
tion,” Ingham said. “That’s 
totally overdoing it, but 
we just keep doing it. It’s 
pouring more gasoline on 
the fi re.”

Noting that America’s 
last two recessions were 
2020’s COVID-related one 
and the very hurtful one of 
2008-09, he said a reces-
sion would affect the oil-
fi eld with less demand for 
energy.

Asked if the momentum 
would be taken away from 
the Texas oil and gas busi-
ness by a worldwide re-
cession, Ingham said, “We 
would be caught up in that 
because everything is in-
terconnected in the global 
economy.

“But we might be buff-
ered a little because we 
run our economy in a 
different and better way 
with our markets. We’ll 
be better off as long as our 
economy is left to respond 
to market outcomes and is 
open to trade from the rest 
of the world.”

Market
>> From Page 1A

vote came from Armando 
Rodriguez, the lame duck 
commissioner for Precinct 
4. He explained during 
the meeting that he voted 
against the allocation as 
he believed ARPA funds 
should have been dis-
cussed publicly.

“The only reason I’m 
going to vote against it 
is because I think (we) 
should give the courtesy 
to the public to give their 
opinion,” Rodriguez said 
during the meeting.

The Odessa American 
asked Ector County Judge 
Debi Hays whether the al-
location vote should have 
taken place during Tues-
day’s regularly scheduled 
meeting.

“We addressed it 
(Wednesday), because 
it’s part of our budget and 
being able to more forward 
with those monies, so it’s 
best distributed to those 
that will benefi t a major-
ity of the people in the 
county,” Hays said. “I can-
not think of a better way to 
spend that money that will 
create jobs, improve infra-
structure and save lives.”

GOP County Judge 
Elect Dustin Fawcett ad-
dressed the commissioners 
court that ARPA funds are 
a unique bucket for long-
term investments and he’s 
wary of large allocations of 
money.

“If we get rid of all this 
money now, we are doing 
ourselves a disservice for 
long-term planning due 
to the short-term needs,” 
Fawcett said as he ad-
dressed the Court.

According to a docu-
ment drafted by Hays, an 
agency receiving ARPA 

funds of more than $1 mil-
lion needs to provide a 
financial statement and 
recent audit report. The 
Commissioners’ Court has 
until 2026 to distribute the 
more than $20 million.

The Odessa American 
previously reported that 
Medical Center Hospital 
requested $7 million for 
staffi ng and supplies. The 
hospital didn’t receive any 
ARPA funds.

Commissioners also 
heard from the county 
attorney, environmental 
enforcement, medical ex-
aminer’s offi ce and library.

The commissioners also 
approved when to a pay 
out a cost-of-living adjust-
ment. The county’s COLA 
is scheduled to be paid out 
the fi rst paycheck in No-
vember while the longev-
ity payment will be the fi rst 
paycheck in December.

To be eligible for COLA, 
a person must be employed 
by the county before the 
start of the new fi scal year, 
which is Oct. 1.

Wednesday’s budget 
talks kicked off with the 
county attorney’s office, 
which had been acting as 
an offi ce of one for the last 
year, has been approved 
to hire two employees. 
County Attorney Lee Mc-
Clendon has been OK’ed to 
hire an assistant county at-
torney and an administra-
tive assistant.

Commissioners then 
spoke with Rickey George, 
the director of Ector 
County Environmental 
Enforcement and Ector 
County Emergency Man-
agement coordinator, who 
asked the commissioners 
for a roll-off truck that 
would cost $200,000. Hays 
suggested the commis-
sioners ask companies that 
have been approved for re-

cent tax abatements.
However, the most time

spent during environmen-
tal enforcement budget 
talks was when George pe-
titioned the commission-
ers to increase the pay for 
three of the four environ-
ment investigators.

George and Gardner
offered to give up their 
4% increase and COLA 
bonus to give those raises. 
The motion, which was 
initiated by Gardner and 
seconded by Precinct 4 
commissioner Armando 
Rodriguez, failed 3-2. The 
proposed budget was ap-
proved 3-2.

Gardner said he believes
environmental enforce-
ment doesn’t receive fair 
treatment. He also said he 
wasn’t going to accept the 
pay increase anyway.

“(Environmental En-
forcement) is so much 
about my area,” Gardner 
said. “… You go back as 
far as when my dad was 
county commissioner,
he started this deal. He 
was the one who got this 
started, because he saw 
the need. There wasn’t 
law enforcement agencies 
going out and enforcing 
the law of illegal dumping. 
In order to curb that and 
turn it around, this group 
was formed. I want to sup-
port them.”

Ron Inge, the chief in-
vestigator for the medi-
cal examiner’s office, 
explained to the commis-
sioners that Ector Coun-
ty’s autopsies are going 
through Texas Panhandle 
Forensics.

Inge said those results
are taking three to four 
weeks instead of three 
to four months when the 
medical examiner’s offi ce 
used South Plains Forensic 
Pathology.

ARPA
>> From Page 1A
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Indiana Rep. Walorski, 2 staffers killed in head-on crash
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON Republican 
U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski 
was killed Wednesday in 
a car crash in her north-
ern Indiana district along 
with two members of her 
congressional staff and an-
other person, police said.

The crash happened 
about 12:30 p.m. when a car 
crossed the center line on a 
state highway and collided 
head-on with the SUV 
Walorski was riding in, the 
Elkhart County Sheriff ’s 
Offi ce said. Three people 
in the SUV, including Wal-
orski, 58, were killed, as 
was a woman driving the 
other car, authorities said.

Walorski, who served 
on the House Ways and 
Means Committee, was 
fi rst elected to represent 

Indiana’s 2nd Congressio-
nal District in 2012. She 
previously served six years 
in the state’s Legislature.

“She has returned home 
to be with her Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. Please 
keep her family in your 
thoughts and prayers,” 
Walorski’s chief of staff 
Tim Cummings said in a 
statement.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rep. Jackie Walorski, R-Ind., speaks on Capitol Hill in 
Washington in 2018. Walorski’s offi ce says that she was killed 
Wednesday in a car accident.
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Natural Gas: $7.706
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53 cents to $94.42 per 
barrel on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. 
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M O R E  I N S I D E

Community Building
Midland Habitat for Humanity 

recently dedicated its 
179th house.

>>Learn more on Page 2A

BY RUTH CAMPBELL
rcampbell@oaoa.com

Permian High School 
Director of Bands Jeff 
Whitaker knew he had a 
good group of musicians 
the fi rst day of practice. He 
has just over 300 students 
this year, but expects that 
to increase after school 
starts.

“We started on July 25 
and we had a great group 
of kids show up that day. 
You can tell on the fi rst day 
what kind of team you’re 
going to have that year (or) 
at least kind of get a feel for 
what it’s going to be like. It 
was very positive from the 
first day,” Whitaker said 
Tuesday.

“Our offi cers have been 

doing a tremendous job. 
We have about 45 on our 
leadership team and these 
are students that just 
choose to do extra — above 
and beyond. They have dif-
ferent duties and assign-
ments that they do. They 
show up before the rest of 
the band does. They make 
sure everything’s ready to 
go. They have meetings 
and organize things, mainly 
to make life easier for the 
rest of us …,” he added.

Whitaker said the fresh-
man class is very strong, 
thanks to the middle school 
band directors who have 
done a great job.

“… Our goal is it doesn’t 
matter if you’re a fresh-
man or a senior, we’re all 

Permian band looks forward to successful year

RUTH CAMPBELL | ODESSA AMERICAN

Permian High School Band members practice on the blacktop 
outside the high school Tuesday. There are just over 300 
members this year, but it will probably increase after school 
starts.

MoJo Speech Therapy a busy practice
BY RUTH CAMPBELL

rcampbell@oaoa.com

Since they opened 
MoJo Speech 
Therapy last year, 

Morgan Cadena and Joni 
Kouba have experienced 
the demand for their skills. 

They opened the practice 
out of a desire to make 
a difference in the lives 
of children and adults 
through communication.

They began seeing 
patients in the spring of 
2021. The age range is 
currently 1 to 70. Kouba 

said she has a couple of 
stroke patients. They 
point out that the name 
is not based on Permian 
High School, but a 
combination of the fi rst 
two letters of each of their 
names.

Both former Ector 

County ISD speech 
therapists, Cadena and 
Kouba had talked to their 
respective husbands about 
opening a practice. Their 
husbands agreed that they 
should. One day, Cadena 
said they told each other 

Joni 
Kouba, 
left, and 
Morgan 
Cadena, 
right, 
pose for 
a photo 
in the 
lobby 
of their 
practice. 
Since 
they 
opened 
last year, 
they have 
seen the 
demand 
for 
speech 
therapists 
fi rst hand.

RUTH 
CAMPBELL 
| ODESSA 
AMERICAN

BY KIM SMITH
Odessa American

The Odessa City 
Council discussed ways 
to address two looming 
problems Tuesday, the 
burgeoning cost of the Fau-
dree Road expansion proj-
ect and multiplying game 
rooms.

The city hopes to widen 
Faudree Road from a two-

lane road to an urban 
fi ve-lane road from State 
Highway 191 to Yukon 
Road. On Tuesday, Utilities 
Director Tom Kerr told 
the council the construc-
tion portion of the project 
was expected to be around 
$20 million, but has since 
ballooned to $31.5 million, 
which also increases the 
amount that must be set 
aside for contingencies.

In addition, design costs 
have gone up, Kerr said.

The project is now 
going to cost more than 
$36 million and he is an-
ticipating a nearly $16.7 
million shortfall in funding 
for the project.

Kerr told the council the 
project is a challenging one 
in that it needs concrete 
culverts and channels be-
cause of a major watershed 

crossing and a lot of utili-
ties have to be relocated. 
Traffi c controls also need 
to be established to main-
tain two- way traffi c.

Increasing concrete and 
asphalt prices are largely 
to blame for the situation, 
Kerr said. Material sup-
plies and production costs 
have also risen, he said.

In an effort to reduce 
the cost of the project, Kerr 

recommended the council 
reduce the size of the proj-
ect’s sidewalks from 10 feet 
to four feet, which would 
shave roughly $400,000. 
He also suggested saving 
$200,000 by using box cul-
verts that have not been 
certifi ed by the Texas De-
partment of Transporta-
tion, but still meet required 
standards.

B R I D G E  G R O U P
The Northside Senior 

Center, 1225 Adams Ave., 
has scheduled Bridge 
Group from 12:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Tuesdays.

Call 432-337-5281.

F O O D  B A N K 
P A N T R Y 

The West Texas 
Food Bank has changed 
summer in-house pantry 
hours from 10 a.m. to 
noon Wednesdays at WTFB 
in Odessa and Thursdays 
at WTFB in Midland.

Advanced registration 
is not required to 
participate.

Call 432-580-
6333, email cstoker@
wtxfoodbank.org or visit 
wtxfoodbank.org/help.

E X H I B I T I O N S
Ballroom Marfa, 108 

E. San Antonio St., Marfa, 
has scheduled the viewing 
of “Projects: Carolina 
Caycedo and David de 
Rozas” at The Museum 
of Modern Art through 
Jan. 2, 2023, coinciding 
with “The Blessings of the 
Mystery” through Sept. 4.

To learn about the 
artists’ process in making 
the works listen to their 
transmissions interview at 
tinyurl.com/4jthkx5w.

P A G E A N T  E N T R I E S 
D U E

The Permian Basin 
Fair & Expo are currently 
taking registrations for 
the Miss Permian Basin 
Fair Scholarship Pageant 
through 5 p.m. Aug. 10.

Contestants may also 
register for the Junior 
Miss Permian Basin Fair 
and Little Miss Permian 
Basin Fair Pageants.

The pageants are 
scheduled at 7 p.m. Sept. 
3 at the Ector County 
Coliseum Fairgrounds, 
Main Stage.

Registration forms 
are available at tinyurl.
com/ymhehbzw and may 
be mailed or dropped 
off at the Permian Basin 
Fair Offi ce, 218 W. 46th 
St., Odessa, TX 79764. Fair 
offi ce hours are from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. to Monday 
through Thursday.

Call Kenny Cowan 432-
556-7566 or fair offi ce 
432-550-3232 or email 
pbfair@pbfair.com.

F A I R  T A L E N T  S H O W
The Permian Basin 

Fair & Expo are currently 
taking applications for 
the Talent Show through 
4 p.m. Aug. 10.

There are two age 
categories: 12 and 
under and 13 and older. 
Contestants can perform 
in only one act.

Entry forms are 
available online and may 
be mailed or dropped 
off between 10 a.m. and 
2 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the Permian 
Basin Fair Offi ce, 218 
W. 46th St., Odessa, TX 
79764. Or call to set up a 
drop off time at 432-550-
3232.

Finals will be held at 
the Permian Basin Fair at 
7 p.m. Sept. 10.

Visit pbfair.com/talent-
show.html.

Faudree Road project looming but over budget

M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E

QUICK hits
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75 CENTSODESSA, TEXAS WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3, 2022

WORKSHOP CHECK OUT CHAMPS

Odessa Arts will host a grant 

writing workshop

see full story on 10A

A new weekly feature begins 
today on Sports to highlight the 
talents of young Permian Basin 

athletes. Today we introduce you 
to young Elijah Voss. Nominate 
your own athlete at ldennis@

oaoa.com

102
77

➤➤

More 
Inside

Odessa 
Links 
will be 

celebrating 
its 20th 

anniversary.
learn more 
on Page 7A

>> See BAND Page 3A

>> On the net: 
mojospeechtherapy.

clientsecure.me
>> See THERAPY Page 4A

>> See BUDGET 4A



MyOAOA.com - 08/03/2022 Page : A03

August 4, 2022 8:52 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

 O A O A . C O M  ODESSA AMERICAN          XAWEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3, 2022 3A

Selection varies by size and store. Call 1-800-345-5273

ESSENTIAL BACK TO CLASS FITS

MEN’S
Shown:

511™ SLIM, $49.99
Sits below waist, slim from 
hip to ankle, slim leg.

541™ ATHLETIC TAPER, $59.99
Sits at waist, extra room in seat and thigh.

501® ORIGINAL, $59.99
Sits at waist, regular through 
thigh, straight leg.
 

JUNIORS’

721 HIGH-RISE SKINNY, $49.99
High rise, slim through hip and thigh.

725 HIGH-RISE BOOTCUT, $49.99
High rise, slim through hip and thigh.

LOW PRO, $59.99
Mid rise, relaxed through hip 
and thigh, straight leg.

GIRLS’

SIZE 2T-6X PULL-ON JEGGING, $17.99
Pull-on style, skinny leg.

SIZE 7-16 720 HIGH-RISE SKINNY, $26.99
High rise, skinny leg.

BOYS’

SIZE 2T-7X 511™ SLIM-FIT, $24.99
Mid rise, straight leg.

SIZE 8-20 511™ SLIM-FIT, $29.99
Mid rise, straight leg.

912
DAYS

For 912 days the City has 
fought a lawsuit brought 

by the Odessa American to 
enforce the state law that 

guarantees the public’s right 
to see basic police records.

Through March 3, 2022, the 
city has spent more than 
$164,000 of taxpayers’ 

dollars to fi ght releasing 
information on crime in 

Odessa.

NEW MEXICO
Monday, Aug. 1

ROADRUNNER CASH
9    13    17    21    25 

PICK 3 PLUS
 MORNING EVENING
 8  9  6 7  7  9

www.nmlottery.com

L O T T E R Y 
N U M B E R S

 TEXAS 
Monday, Aug. 1

TEXAS TWO STEP
3    6    16    22   
22 bonus ball

ALL OR NOTHING
 MORNING EVENING
1 4 5 9 10 11 12 1 4 6 8 11 12 13
15 17 21 22 24  17 20 21 23 24 
 DAY         NIGHT
2 3 5 9 12 13 16 2 3 5 8 9 10 11
17 19 20 21 22  12 13 15 20 22 

PICK 3
 MORNING EVENING
 4  8  3  3 3  8  3  7
 DAY NIGHT
 2  3  4  5 9  0  9  6

DAILY 4
MORNING               EVENING

7  1  3  2  3   5  3  4  1  6
  DAY                      NIGHT

5  2  0  4  9   8  3  2  7  1

CASH 5
7   9   19   32   35
www.txlottery.org

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
WWW.OAOA.COM

on varsity for this season. 
We’ve all got to perform at 
a high level, so our num-
ber one goal is to take our 
new members and get 
them up to the level of the 
upperclassmen as soon as 
possible,” Whitaker said.

Kinslea Blau, a 17-year-
old senior, plays the mel-
lophone and French horn 
and is a band captain this 
year.

She said summer band 
will run through Saturday 
and then they will start 
morning rehearsals.

Blau has been in band 
since sixth grade.

“I feel honored to get 
the responsibility to help 
be a part of leading this 
band,” Blau said.

She added that there 
are a good number of 
freshmen this year. “But 
they’re all really good and 
ready to learn,” Blau said.

She added that she is 
anticipating the start of 
marching season.

“I’m so excited. This 
is my favorite time of the 
year and this year we have 
a great show to learn,” 
Blau said.

Gilbert Flores, 17, is a 
senior trombone player 
this year. He has been in 
band through middle and 
high school. He is captain 
for equipment and a sec-
tion leader.

“We get all these things 
set up before rehearsal 
even starts. We’re usu-
ally the fi rst people on the 
fi eld …,” Flores said.

“… We make sure that 
everything is on the fi eld 
perfectly,” he added.

Flores said he likes the 
fact that his role helps 
everything run so much 
more smoothly and it 
allows directors not to 
worry about set ups.

He said this year’s band 
is going to be great.

“They pick up so fast. 
It’s going to be an amazing 
year,” Flores added.

This being his last year, 
he’s a little sad but he’s 
going to leave the band 
and his section knowing 
what their expectations 
are for future years and 
hopefully they will carry 
on.

The theme of the show 
this year is Birds, Bees, 
Flowers, Trees, so it’s a na-
ture themed experience.

Whitaker said they 
start talking about what 
they’re going to do before 
they even fi nish the previ-
ous year’s show.

Their design team is 
led by BJ Brooks, who is 
the marching band direc-
tor and professor at West 
Texas A&M University in 
Canyon.

“He has a team that 
he works with on the de-
sign side during what we 
would call the marching 
band off-season. They 
have put in a tremendous 
amount of hours and 
work,” Whitaker said.

As ideas are fleshed 
out, they have ongoing 
conversations.

“We see what op-
portunities can be cre-
ated through the design, 
mostly they do, and they 
get feedback from us … 
It’s pretty magical how it 
all happens. It’s hard to 
explain because there are 
some things that they do 
that I am not aware of. 
And from my standpoint, 
they give us a great prod-
uct. My part really starts 
when we meet with all the 
kids and we start teach-
ing,” Whitaker said.

He added that the band 
collaborates with the 
dance department for the 
Color Guard program.

“That takes a lot of 
stress off of us as music 
teachers when we have 
talented, educated folks 
teaching the dance pro-
gram in addition to our 
band directors,” Whitaker 
said.

He has added new staff 
members this year with 
Tyler Serrato and Daniel 
Ward. Trey Burns is re-
turning.

John Carroll, who 
was associate director of 
bands at PHS, is now as-
sistant band director at 
Monahans High School, 
and Lyndsay Eiben is now 
assistant band director at 
University of Texas Perm-
ian Basin.

Band
>> From Page 1A

P F L U G E R  V I S I T
Above: Representative 
August Pfl uger (R-Texas) 
speaks about energy 
independence during a town 
hall Tuesday evening at the 
Texas Tech University Health 
Science Center. Below: 
Representative August 
Pfl uger (R-Texas) presents 
Sadie Martin, 9, with a 
congressional recognition 
after Martin raised over $900 
by selling lemonade for the 
West Texas Food Bank during 
a town hall Tuesday evening 
at the Texas Tech University 
Health Science Center.

 PHOTOS BY ELI HARTMAN | 
ODESSA AMERICAN



MyOAOA.com - 07/07/2022 Page : A01

July 13, 2022 8:01 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

STANDING WITH UKRAINE 

the Ukrainian people to 
support their freedom and 

SUPPORT

UKRAINE
www.aimmediacares.com

PAGE 2A

WEATHER
Mostly sunny 

with South 
winds at 10 to 

15 mph.

C L O S I N G  P R I C E S

Posted: $95.01

Futures: $98.53

Natural Gas: $5.510
Benchmark U.S. fell 97 

cents to $98.53 per 
barrel on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange.

STOCKS 5B

I N D E X
CLASSIFIEDS  8B
COMICS  6B
CROSSWORD  7B
DEAR ABBY  7B
DEATHS  7A
LOTTERY  3A
OPINION  4A
SPORTS  1B
TV TODAY  4B

M O R E  I N S I D E

On alert
Since Roe v. Wade was overturned, 

pregnancy centers across the nation 
have been vandalized. However, 

Mary Holley, the executive director 
for Birthright of Odessa, said that no 
vandalism or threats have been made 

to the establishment.
>> Page 6A

BY RUTH CAMPBELL
rcampbell@oaoa.com

Although she doesn’t 
officially start until July 
19, Laurie Alfred Wash is 
already hard at work as di-
rector of choirs at Permian 
High School preparing for 
the coming year.

Wash replaces Ken Siel-
off who is returning to 
school for his master’s de-
gree at University of North 
Texas.

Previously, Wash was 
associate director of choirs 
at Legacy High School in 

Midland and has a long 
history in the music world 
of the Permian Basin.

Wash’s father, the late 
Dr. Maurice Alfred, was a 
choral conductor at Odessa 
High School and Odessa 

New PHS choral director ready for new beginning
Laurie Wash, new 
head choir director 
at Permian, poses for 
a photo at the piano in 
her offi ce. She has many 
years of experience in 
the choral world of the 
Permian Basin.

RUTH CAMPBELL | ODESSA 
AMERICAN

BY ERIC NEUGEBOREN
The Texas Tribune

An Uvalde police of-
fi cer asked for a supervi-
sor’s permission to shoot 
the gunman who would 
soon kill 21 people at 
Robb Elementary School 
in May before he entered 

the building, but the su-
pervisor did not hear the 
request or responded too 
late, according to a report 
released Wednesday evalu-
ating the law enforcement 
response to the shooting.

The request from the 
Uvalde offi cer, who was 
outside the school, about a 

minute before the gunman 
entered Robb Elementary 
had not been previously 
reported. The offi cer was 
reported to have been 
afraid of possibly shooting 
children while attempting 
to take out the gunman, 
according to the report re-
leased Wednesday by the 

Advanced Law Enforce-
ment Rapid Response 
Training Center in San 
Marcos.

The report provides a 
host of new details about 
the May 24 shooting, in-
cluding several missed op-
portunities to engage or 
stop the gunman before he 

entered the school.
The lack of response 

to the offi cer’s request to 
shoot the suspect outside 
the school was the most 
signifi cant new detail that 
the report revealed.

“A reasonable officer 
would conclude in this 

A D O P T I O N  E V E N T S
The Odessa Animal 

Shelter has scheduled 
an adoption event from 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. today at 
the Ector County Health 
Department, 221 N. Texas 
Ave.

B I R T H D A Y  B A S H
Endless Horizons 

Records & Tapes Inc., 
2525 Andrews Highway, 
has scheduled a birthday 
party bash for Ringo 
Starr from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
today.

Cupcakes and 
giveaways will be 
included. The event is 
free and open to the 
public.

Visit tinyurl.
com/4twjc3e4.

G O L F  T O U R N A M E N T
West Texas Food Bank 

has scheduled the Nick 
Williams Memorial Golf 
Tournament honoring 
community volunteerism 
at 8 a.m. today at the 
Odessa County Club, 1 
Fairway Drive.

For more information, 
email info@wtxfoodbank.
org.

I M M U N I Z A T I O N 
C L I N I C

The Ector County 
Health Department, 221 N. 
Texas Ave., has scheduled 
Back To School Seventh 
Grade Immunization 
Clinic from 8:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m.today and July 21.

Vaccines offered Tdap-
HPV-MCV4.

Must qualify for TVFC 
Vaccine and provide 
updated shot record.

For more information, 
call 432-498-4141 ext. 0.

B O O K  C L U B
The Ector County 

Library, 321 W. Fifth St., 
has scheduled Percy 
Jackson Book Club for 
ages 8-12 from 3:30 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. today in the 
basement activity room.

For more information, 
call 432-332-0633 or visit 
ector.lib.tx.us.

B I L L  E N G V A L L
The Wagner Noël 

Performing Arts Center, 
1310 N. FM 1788, Midland, 
will present Bill Engvall at 
7:30 p.m. July 8.

Doors open at 6:30 
p.m.

For tickets or 
information, visit 
wagnernoel.com.

S U M M E R  D A N C E 
C A M P

M8 Summer Dance 
Camp presented by Alex 
Benavidez (@ALEXTINYB) 
will take place from 8 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. July 9 at 
Hip-Hop & Lettos Dance 
Studio, 4555 E. University 
Blvd.

The camp is open 
to ages 3-12 and will 
include jazz and hip hop 
instructions, a show off to 
parents and more.

Cost is $100 per 
dancer, includes M8 Camp 
T-shirt.

To pre-register or for 
more information, visit 
tinyurl.com/ftazbpz9.

Uvalde offi cer asked permission to shoot gunman but got no answer

R E A D Y  F O R  T H E  S H O W
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ODESSA, TEXAS THURSDAY, JULY 7, 2022

PARADE  SHOOTING BAKER TRADED TO…

Police: Suspect 
contemplated 2nd 

shooting
See full story on 8A

One of the biggest 
offseason stories 
comes to an end
See full story on 2B

100
76

➤➤

>> ECISD Fine Arts: 
tinyurl.com/bmr2th7r
>> Loyd Hawthorne: 
tinyurl.com/v6drj7zr

>> See MUSIC Page 3A

PHOTOS BY ELI HARTMAN | ODESSA AMERICAN

Top: King Louie, portrayed by Mackenzie Glover, 10, left, acts out a scene with Mowgli, portrayed by Brayden Underwood, 10, center, as they rehearse 
for the Permian Playhouse’s summer camp production of “The Jungle Book” Wednesday morning at the Permian Playhouse. Opening night for the production 
begins Friday at 7:30 p.m. Additional showings will be on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2:30 p.m. Tickets cost $10 per person and can be purchased online at 
www.basintheatreworks.org. Left: Hope Joyce, 15, sings along as she monitors the backing music for a rehearsal of the Permian Playhouse’s summer camp 
production of “The Jungle Book” Wednesday morning at the Permian Playhouse. Right: Summer camp director Jeremiah Leija, foreground right, watches as young 
actors rehearse for the Permian Playhouse’s summer camp production of “The Jungle Book” Wednesday morning at the Permian Playhouse.

>> See UVALDE Page 3A
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THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BRUSSELS European 
Union lawmakers voted 
Wednesday to include 
natural gas and nuclear in 
the bloc’s list of sustain-
able activities, backing a 
proposal from the EU’s 
executive arm that has 
been drawing fi erce criti-
cism from environment 
groups and now looks set 
to trigger legal challenges.

As the EU wants to set 
the best global standards 
in the fi ght against climate 
change, the decision could 
tarnish the bloc’s image 
and question the region’s 
commitment to reaching 
climate neutrality by 2050.

The European Com-
mission earlier this year 
made the proposal as part 
of its plans for building a 
climate-friendly future, 
dividing member coun-
tries and drawing outcry 
from environmentalists 

over what they criticize 
as “greenwashing.”

EU legislators from the 
environment and econ-
omy committees objected 
last month to the plan, set-
ting up Wednesday’s de-
cisive vote in Strasbourg, 
France. But MEPs rejected 
their resolution in a 328-
278 vote, with 33 lawmak-
ers abstaining. The result 
was announced to a salvo 
of applause.

An absolute majority of 
353 was needed to veto the 
proposal. If the European 
Parliament and member 
countries don’t object to 
it by July 11, the so-called 
Taxonomy delegated act 
will enter into force and 
apply as of next year.

Greenpeace immedi-
ately said it will submit 
a formal request for in-
ternal review to the Eu-
ropean Commission, and 
then take legal action at 
the European Court of 

Justice if the result isn’t 
conclusive.

“It’s dirty politics and 
it’s an outrageous out-
come to label gas and 
nuclear as green and keep 
more money fl owing to 
(Russian President Vladi-
mir) Putin’s war chest, but 
now we will fi ght this in 
the courts,” said Ariadna 
Rodrigo, Greenpeace’s 
EU sustainable finance 
campaigner.

European Parliament 
rapporteur Bas Eickhout 
rued “a dark day for the 
climate and the energy 
transition.”

The green labeling sys-
tem from the European 
Commission defi nes what 
qualifi es as an investment 
in sustainable energy. 
Under certain conditions, 
gas and nuclear energy 
will now be part of the 
mix, making it easier for 
private investors to inject 
money into both.
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800 E. 8TH ST. • ODESSA, TEXAS 79761
(800) 750-2305 • STORE (432) 337-2303 • Fax (432) 337-0078

tel:+14323372303
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Odessa Family-Owned & Operated for Over 20 Years

https://duckduckgo.com/?q=2030+Andrews+Hwy.%2C+Odessa&atb=v314-1&ia=maps&iaxm=directions&end=what%3A203

0%2520Andrews%2520Hwy%252C%2520Odessa%252C%2520TX%2520%252079761%252C%2520United%2520States&trans-

port=drive&start=what%3AOdessa%252C%2520TX

Quality Furniture with
The Best Prices in Texas!

tel:+14325808482

2030 Andrews Hwy., Odessa
432-580-8482

tel:+14325808482FURNITURE LAND

tel:+14323634271

SCAN MEENGINEERING COMFORT SINCE 1975

When your feet hurt, 
you hurt all over

5101 Twin Towers Blvd., Odessa, TX

432-363-4271
smithsshoes.com

885
DAYS

For 885 days the City has 
fought a lawsuit brought 

by the Odessa American to 
enforce the state law that 

guarantees the public’s right 
to see basic police records.

Through March 3, 2022, the 
city has spent more than 
$164,000 of taxpayers’ 

dollars to fi ght releasing 
information on crime in 

Odessa.

 TEXAS 
Tuesday, Jul. 5

MEGAMILLIONS
27    31    50    51    61    21

Megaplier: 4

ALL OR NOTHING
 MORNING EVENING
1 2 5 7 9 12 2 3 6 8 9 13
16 17 18 20 21 23 15 19 20 21 23 24
 DAY         NIGHT
6 7 9 10 11 12 7 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 20 22 23 16 17 18 21 22 24

PICK 3
 MORNING EVENING
 0  6  1  1 9  8  5  0
 DAY NIGHT
 5  4  9  8 4  9  2  4

DAILY 4
MORNING               EVENING

1  7  0  6  1   2  5  1  9  0
  DAY                      NIGHT

3  6  9  9  3   3  0  8  8  3

CASH 5
7   21   25   27   33
www.txlottery.org

NEW MEXICO
Tuesday, Jul. 5

ROADRUNNER CASH
6    27    29    33    35 

PICK 3 PLUS
 MORNING EVENING
 2  1  0 8  8  2

www.nmlottery.com

L O T T E R Y  N U M B E R S

College. Her mother, the 
late Glenna Alfred, was 
a primary music teacher. 
They both graduated from 
Hardin-Simmons Univer-
sity.

Wash graduated from 
Hardin-Simmons, as well, 
with a bachelor of educa-
tion, studying under Loyd 
Hawthorne.

She has been teaching 
publicly and privately for 
34 years.

“… Therefore, I have 
been in this world for a 
very, very long time,” Wash 
said.

She added that she 
started going to conven-
tions at age 2. “… As an 
adult, I had been teaching 
voice and assisting with 
choirs and teaching, ba-
sically in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, in the Hous-
ton area and then here in 
Odessa,” Wash said.

“In 2001, we came back 
to Odessa and Shawn Bell 
… took me on to be one 
of their voice teachers for 
the students here. Then as 

Shawn transitioned out, 
Dr. (Aaron) Hawley came 
in and so I was here with 
him at the school. In 2018, 
I believe it was, I moved 
over to Legacy and now 
I’m coming home, some 
people have said,” Wash 
added.

Her husband, Jeff, was 
in the original Black Magic 
May show nearly 40 years 
ago.

They have three chil-
dren and one grandchild. 
All of their children were 
all-state musicians, as was 
her husband.

“But to be here and 
carry on, for my father and 
for my parents and for all 
of the wonderful people 
that have poured into me 
during my life here — mu-
sically — it’s really an in-
credible town out here in 
the middle of West Texas 
for music. It’s just a won-
derful, wonderful place,” 
Wash said.

Wash said it is too early 
to say what new things she 
might want to implement 
while she’s at PHS. The 
wisest thing to do at this 
point is watch.

“… The advantage is 

that I have been around 
the program for a number 
of years. All three of my 
children went through the 
program under Dr. Haw-
ley and Shawn Bell,” she 
added.

She hopes to bring ele-
ments from every program 
she has been involved in.

“I am looking forward 
to being with the students 
to helping them to succeed 
…” along with the directors 
already on staff, Wash said.

Hawley said they are su-
per-excited to have Wash 
on board with the “wealth 
of wisdom that she brings 
from the choral world … 
You’re going to be a dy-
namic team.”

Wash said she loves the 
traditions that have been 
established at PHS.

“We’re a pretty tight-
knit group just because of 
where we live. So in the 
choral world, we know 
each other; we work to-
gether. Ms. Wash is friends 
with Ms. (Ginger) Storey 
over at OHS, Mr. (Rob) 
Rodgers. It’s a wonder-
ful team that we have at 
ECISD all together,” Haw-
ley said.
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PHOTOS BY ELI HARTMAN | ODESSA AMERICAN

Top: Volunteer Bradley Briggs loads a crate of tomatoes in the back of a pickup truck as 
he helps hand out food during the West Texas Food Bank’s weekly distribution Wednesday 
morning in Odessa. Left: West Texas Food Bank Outreach Specialist Zulma Saenz collects 
information from a family as they wait in line during the WTFB’s distribution Wednesday morning 
in Odessa. The WTFB holds distributions each week on Wednesday from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. Right: 
Motorists line up to receive food during the West Texas Food Bank’s distribution Wednesday 
morning in Odessa. The food bank served 407 families during the weekly distribution.

case, based upon the total-
ity of the circumstances, 
that use of deadly force was 
warranted,” according to the 
report. The report referred 
to the Texas Penal Code, 
which states an individual 
is justifi ed in using deadly 
force when the individual 
reasonably believes the 
deadly force is immediately 
necessary to prevent the 
commission of murder.

The report said one of 
the first responding of-
fi cers — a Uvalde school 
district police officer — 
drove through the school’s 
parking lot “at a high rate of 
speed” and didn’t spot the 
gunman, who was still in the 
parking lot. The report said 
the offi cer might have seen 
the suspect if he had driven 
more slowly or parked his 
car at the edge of the school 
property and approached 
on foot.

The report also found 
flaws in how the school 
maintains security of the 
building. The report noted 
that propping doors open 
is a common practice in the 
school, a practice that “can 
create a situation that re-
sults in danger to students.” 
The exterior door the gun-
man used to enter the 
school had been propped 
open by a teacher, who then 
closed it before the gunman 
entered — but it didn’t lock 
properly.

The teacher did not 
check to see if the door was 
locked, the report said. The 
teacher also did not appear 
to have the proper equip-
ment to lock the door even 
if she had checked. The re-
port also notes that even if 
the door had locked prop-
erly, the suspect still could 
have gained access to the 
building by shooting out the 
glass in the door.

An audio analysis out-
lined in the report shows 

100 rounds were fi red in the 
fi rst three minutes after the 
gunman entered rooms 111 
and 112 — from 11:33 a.m. to 
11:36 a.m.

The report highlighted 
other issues with the law 
enforcement response 
before the gunman — an 
18-year-old Uvalde man — 
entered rooms 111 and 112 
for the last time.

The gunman was seen 
by security cameras enter-
ing room 111, then leaving 
the room, then re-entering 
the room before officers 
arrived. The report deter-
mined that the lock on room 
111 “was never engaged” be-
cause the lock required a 
key to be inserted from the 
hallway side of the door.

Uvalde school district 
Police Chief Pete Arre-
dondo previously told The 
Texas Tribune that he had 
checked the door on room 
111, but it was locked.

The offi cers were also 
in multiple teams at both 
ends of the south hallway 
of the school “resulting 
in a high likelihood of of-
fi cers at either end of the 
hallway shooting officers 
at the other end” if the sus-
pect had emerged from the 
classroom again, according 
to the report.

The report said that after 
the gunman entered the 
building, the offi cers did not 
properly engage the shooter 

and lost momentum.
“Ideally, the officers 

would have placed accurate 
return fi re on the attacker 
when the attacker began 
shooting at them,” the re-
port said. “Maintaining 
position or even pushing 
forward to a better spot to 
deliver accurate return fi re 
would have undoubtedly 
been dangerous, and there 
would have been a high 
probability that some of the 
offi cers would have been 
shot or even killed. How-
ever, the offi cers also would 
likely have been able to stop 
the attacker and then focus 
on getting immediate medi-
cal care to the wounded.”

The report is likely to in-
form any policy responses 
to the tragedy, the deadliest 
school shooting in Texas 
history.

“ALERRT’s 26-page re-
port outlining the attack on 
Robb Elementary School in 
complete detail was very 
diffi cult for me to read today 
as it will be for all Texans,” 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick said in 
a statement. He noted that 
more reports from the FBI, 
the Texas Rangers, and the 
Uvalde County district at-
torney are expected to be 
released in the coming 
weeks and months.

This article origi-
nally appeared in The 
Texas Tribune at tinyurl.
com/77td37e.
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Law enforcement, and other fi rst responders, gather outside 
Robb Elementary School following a shooting, Tuesday, May 24, 
in Uvalde.
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